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President Obama Releases Proposal to Fund Health Care 
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“We are all aware that America’s health care system fails too many Americans and is in desperate need 
of repair.  Millions of Americans are uninsured and millions more are underinsured.  These individuals 
are less likely to seek out preventive care which can lead to serious conditions remaining undiagnosed.  
Furthermore, during these economic hard times, many forego treatment due to the high costs of health 
care.  The American Academy of Nursing appreciates President Obama’s commitment to health care 
reform and achieving coverage for all Americans. 
 
“As we move forward in this process, I encourage the Obama administration to examine  
all potential solutions, and when models of care produce positive health care outcomes and demonstrate 
cost savings, we should encourage the replication, and if applicable, expansion of models.  
 
“High hospital readmission rates have been identified as a sign of poor care and unnecessary expense, 
and are seen as an area where we can change the way we pay for health care.  The Obama administration 
is looking at a different approach to establish flat fees for the first hospitalization and 30 days of follow-
up.  Hospitals or clinics with high readmission rates could be paid less.  The American Academy of 
Nursing strongly urges President Obama to also consider evidence-based models of care that concentrate 
on patients transitioning from the hospital to their home.  For example, one hospital-to-home model, in 
which advanced practice nurses work with patients, families and their health care teams to ensure a 
smooth transition, has repeatedly shown reductions in hospitalization rates, improvements in functional 
outcomes and enhancement in satisfaction among participants, their families and their physicians.  Most 
strikingly, this care model saves approximately $5,000 per Medicare patient as compared to a patient 
receiving standard care. 
 
“This transitional care model demonstrates that care coordination must be a central tenet of real health 
care reform.  Thus, as we move forward with health care reform we must consider a broad range of 
current and potential innovations that deliver care in very different – but better – ways.  We look 
forward to working with the Obama administration and Congress to reform our health care system to 
one that delivers safe, effective, convenient, personalized, and relevant care to patients, families, and 
communities.” 
 

### 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in health care, 
while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy.  The Academy’s mission is to serve the public and 
nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing 
knowledge.   

http://www.aannet.org/
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